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 The Challenge

 The Goal and its Link to Covid-19

 Why the need to disinvest

 The Link to Sustainable Development Goals

 The declaration and its  implications

 Stakeholders and role of participants

 What am I currently doing??

 Closing remarks



 The global economic losses from armed conflict in 2016 reached a staggering $1.04 
trillion, just $10bn was spent on peacebuilding during that year. This means that 
the financial resources devoted to consolidating peace constituted a mere 1% of the 
total cost of conflict.

 This is compounded by a diplomatic failure at the UN Security Council and years of 
weak investment in peace-building efforts.

 International efforts have also largely side-lined the vital voices and contributions of 
local and women-led peacebuilding efforts. 

 Internationally conflict has continued, leaving many communities exceptionally 
vulnerable to COVID-19.

 These conflicts are trapping millions of people in areas where health systems are 
crippled and hospitals are bombed or ill-equipped, and they are forcing many to flee 
into crowded camps where conditions are rife for the virus to spread.

 Meanwhile, in the last year alone, the international community topped $1.9 trillion 
in military spending. This would have paid for the UN’s coronavirus appeal over 280 
times.



The final goal of the African youth and civil society declaration is to:

• Promote the New deal for Nature and People;

• Disinvest in nuclear and military weapons to invest in sustainable

development goals for present and next generation;

• The global COVID-19 pandemic is making it clear that governments must

rethink security. Our future challenges lie in establishing a good healthcare

system in every country of our planet, in fighting climate change and in

achieving the sustainable development goals (SDGs) defined by the United

Nations.

• A global ceasefire is a first step to making the violence stop and allowing an 

effective coronavirus response.



 Desperately needed humanitarian assistance required 
to fight Covid-19 could be attained from the disinvested 
funds.

 Currently the coronavirus is infecting millions of people 
who do not have access to healthcare or the 
opportunity to practice social distancing, and who, if 
the fighting continues, may be forced to flee for their 
lives. 



The SDGs focus on environmental protection 
would be out of reach due to the climate disruption 
while the radiation and fall out of nuclear weapons 
have a long-documented impact on land and marine 
flora and fauna.



 UNEP Definition

 In its simplest expression, a Green Economy can be thought of as one which is:

 low carbon 

 resource efficient

 socially inclusive

improved human 

well-being & social 

equity

reducing environmental 

risks & ecological 

scarcities 



 With all our efforts in combating the Covid-19 virus. Ceasing wars would mean 
increased food security, better healthcare systems, reduced displacements and 
improved livelihoods. 

 We simply cannot afford to waste the valuable resources needed to build back 
better on fueling wars. 

 Supporting nonviolent alternatives to conflict, ceasefires and the cessation of 
weapons production and sales, an end to gender-based violence, equitable 
distribution of resources, new ways of organizing and acting in solidarity—all will 
be crucial to surviving this crisis. Breaking down the systems that got us into this 
mess in the first place will be essential for preventing another one.



• Each person has a role to play to ensure that disinvestment on nuclear and military weapons 

occurs e.g.

 Encourage Governments engagement to sign and implement the New Deal for Nature and 

People as a globally binding agreement to halve our footprint on nature; stop the loss of 

natural habitats and to stop the extinction of living species;

 Encourage your government to join the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

 Fight against nuclear weapon modernization projects;

 Protest and raise awareness of other nuclear weapon, small arms and light weapon 

proliferation and killing technology activities;

 Divest your money from nuclear weapon producers and encourage your financial 

institutions to do the same;

 Write opinion pieces about the amount of money being spent on nuclear weapons during 

COVID-19.

 Share as much information on this declaration on social media as possible;

 Form cooperation with different organizations to spread the message and get more 

recourses for spreading the message.

•Young Africans from Children for Peace and the African Network of Young Leaders for Peace and 

Sustainable Development (ANYL4PSD) have given strong support for the UN Secretary-General’s 

call for a global ceasefire. And they have joined the Move the Nuclear Weapons Money campaign 

to cut nuclear budgets in order to help fund the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 

address the Covid-19 pandemic.

https://www.icanw.org/the_treaty


Green bonds  

Development of a green bonds handbook

Support Local government on decision making around green bonds

Country-country exchange

Green Jobs National Dialogue on Green Jobs

Green Economy Advisory Group Formulation of the Green Economy Advisory Group

Circular Economy Circular Economy Training for policy makers.



In support to South Africa’s just transition towards a low-carbon, resource-efficient and climate-resilient development path. 
This project is aimed at assisting the South African government in mobilizing finance towards achieving 2030 Agenda and 
the Paris Agreement deliverables

Green bonds 

• Support local government authority on decision making around green bond (via workshops/ webinars).  And support in 
feasibility (study) for issuing sovereign Green Bond. 

National Green Jobs Dialogue

• The purpose pf the symposium is to share the information of the green jobs landscape in south Africa (based on the 
studies that were previously done and the progress reports).

GEAG

• The aim is to establish a sounding board as an Advisory Group , to provide guidance on green bonds at subnational 
level, and to prepare a national green jobs dialogue. 

Circular Economy Training and Study Tour

• 3-phase training for government officials on the application of Circular Economy in various sectors. The training will 
raise awareness of the principles of the CE as an alternative to a linear economic pathway, with particular attention to 
the mitigation and resource efficiency potential of a transformative, systemic approach as a national climate change 
response. 

*https://www.un-page.org/south-africa

webinar-95841675302.ics


• Promote Green Investments

• More capacity development, enabling individuals, organizations
and societies to make development sustainable.

• Combining social responsibility, ecological balance,  economic 
capability and  political participation current and future 
generations be able to lead secure and dignified lives. 
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